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Behold I ſend nnto you prophets, and wiſe men, and 


ſcribes ; and ſome of them ye ſhall kill and erucify, 
and fome of them ſhall ye ſcourge in your ſyna- 
gogues, and perſecute them from cityto city : That 
upon you may come all the righteo;s blood ſhed up- 
"on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel , 


”- tinto the blood of Zacharias, Son of Brrachias , 


whom ye flew between the Temple and the Altar. 
Verily T ſay unto you; All theſe thmgs ſhall come 


upon this generation. 


BEE viour pronounces no leſs than 
B Eight dreadful Woes againſt the 
Le Scribes and Phariſees. for their 

- WW groſs Hypocriſy ; and amongſt 
the reſt, for the prerended Reverence they bore 
ro the Memory of the Ancient Prophets, whom 
their fore-fathers wickedly Abuſed, Perſecuted, 
and Killed; ſo that they ſaid, If we had been m 
the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them i the blood of the prophets, v. 3 0. 
But our Saviour ſhews, thar if they had lived 


in thoſe Days, they would have acted in the 
| A 1 ſame- 


F; N this Chapter our Bleſſed Sa-- 


6 
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2 Chron. 


24, 29, 


ſame way ; ſince the ſame temper was exiſtent 
in them, as had been heretofore in their Fathers. 
So v. 31. Te are witneſſes unto your ſelves, that ye 
are the children of them which killed the Prophets. 
Fill ye up then the meaſure of your Fathers, for 
, that ye are now in the way to: Wherefore, behold 
' T fend unto you prophets, &c. and ye will do unto 
' them as your Fathers heretofore did unto thoſe 
Prophets, whoſe Sepulchres ye now Garniſh, 
and whoſe Praiſes ye Celebrate. So that in the 
Event, upon ' you will come the foreſt Judg- 
ments ; and it will be, as if all the righteous blood 
Ied upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
to the blood of Zacharias, &c. were required of 
this Generation. | *; 
There is ſome doubt to be made concerning 
the Zachariah referred to in the Text ; for there 
were ſeveral of that Name in Scripture, as alſo 
in Joſephus the Jewiſh Hiſtorian. Bur this we 
may obſerve, that whoever he was, he was 
Slain before the time that our Saviour here (© 
ſharply inveighs againſt che Jews; for it is 
by him charged upon them as a thing paſt, 
whom ye ſlew. Again, it was a ſtory well known 
rothat People, and a caſe very notorious ; and 
if fo, as there was no caſe more notorious than 
that of Zachariah the Son of Jehoiada; lo there was 


none 
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none that this Character could agree to,buttohim, 
who was flain in the court of the houſe of the Lord, 
or as it is here, between the Temple and the Altar. 

Burt then there are Two or Three diffculties 
remaining, one of which is, That Zachariah, who 
is here called the Son of Barachias, is in the Re- 
gal Story ſaid to be the Son of Jehoiada. 

In anſwer to which, We may obſerve from 
Scripture , That it was common among the ns 
Jews ( as among many other Nations) to give Prov 37: 
ſeveral Names to the fame Perſon; as Solomon Kings 
was called Lemuel and Jedidiah ; and eſpecially : tron. 
where thoſe Names were of the ſame fſignifica- 37%. 
tion, as Jehojakim and Eliakm. And thus it is gl. 20m 
with Jehoiadah and Barachiah. Ce 

2. It was uſual to give, or to have Names 
given, upon ſome Eminent Service done by 
them, or ſome Eminent Bleſſing thar befel them. 

So Gideon had the Name of Jerubbaal given to 

him by his Father Joaſh, upon his breaking down Jud.s. zz: 
the Altar of Baal: And Jacob was called Jjrael, — _ 
becaule as a prince he had power with God and men. :8. oy 
Thus Zacharias is here called the Son of Bara- 

chias, or ( as that Name fignifies) the bleſſed of Gen. 24. 
the Lord, which was among them a term of 226; 59; 


Honour and Reſpect. 


And 
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.. And a Name without doubt, as it was due, 
ſo was givento Jehoiada in a more eſpecial man- 
ner, becauſe of his eminent Piety, and of his 
Zeal in advancing Joaſh to the Throne; and 
for reſtoring the Liberties and Religion of thac 
People, after they had both been invaded by 
the Infamous Practices of the Idolatrous Atha- 
liah. He may for this reaſon well deſerve the 
Name of Barachias, or the bleſſed of the Lord. . 

And then the Aggravation of the Sin was, 
Thar this Zachariah martyr d by them, was the 
Son of that brave Jehoiada, that. Patriot of their 
Countrey ; and whom, without any regard to 
his Anceſtor, to his own Quality, his Meſlage, 
or the Place, they furiouſly ruſhed upon, and 
ſtoned him ( the Punithment of Blaſphemers ) 
in the Court of the Lord's Houſe, or Court of 
che Prieſts. 

A Fact ſo heinous, that the#ews lay, his Blood 
continully bubbled up, and was not expiated 
rill che Babyloniſh Captivity , which was abour 
Two hundred and fifty years after. 

Bur if it was at this diſtance from the time of 
our Saviour, how comes this Inſtance of Zacha- 
rias to be the laſt, as that of 4bel was the firſt? 
I anſwer, Becauſe that Blood was ſuppoſed to 


lye upon that Nation till the Captivity ; after 
which 


- \ "mc .,  6- ® wy 
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which: they' were as averle. tro Idolatry,-as ever 
they were before addicted: to-ir; rand theoefode 
chat ſort of; Perſecution ended. with i648 viral) 
But if it were ſo:that Zacharias was: the Son 
of that Jeboiadah, it ſeems very /hard: and tins 
juſt chat chis-Bload, , and much more che Blood 
of Abel, and all the Righteous Blood ſhed 11 upon 
the Earth, ſhould be required' of chacGenera- 
tion, as our Saviour here-afhrms.  :.: 1 
For what: was the blood of -belto them, who 
was Killed by his Brather -Cain,//all of whole 
Poſterity perithed i in the Deluge ?' Or how were 
they concerned in the Blood of ſuch Righteous 
Perſons, as were flain in-other parts bf the Barth, 
or' even in that of Zacharias, whoi, thoug h 
killed by their Anceſtors, was: (lain aboi —_ 
hundred-years befare?.'' ! 1 it v2 
I grant, this: Blood.could: no ' more! liceralty 
be charged upon-;that Generation, ithaq': ny 
could be ſaid'/to:haveibeen Cotemiporaties. 
thoſe Ages of- Abt ot Zachariat : Bur. iis hert 
chus repreſented, partly becauſe theywere-of the 
ſame Temper, and were acted bythe. like-Tpitic 
of -Etwy, and Hatrcd;:'as the Murtherers of Abel 


and pn rae "OC. Partly: it was as'ito. Bacht 


#145, becauſe che! courle of anapiety ty-in former 


Ages was carried along :{ though in-a differoat 
B way ) 


(WS 


ret 
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way )- even to that Age ;- and laſtly; becauſe 

that wharithey were: now agitating, 'and would 

ſhortly accompliſh, , would b 2 Ghirke of: ſuch 

maligriity, as. would fill: up the meaſure of their 

fathers 5. and .would determine in. their Ruin, 

- 37, 38. 0: Jeruſalem'l.. &c. behold Im tou 
t unto. you deſolate. T2 A v0 | 
ditis as if he had ſaid : 

Ye think your ſelves clear of your Fachera 
Iniquiey, foraſrauch. as: ye Garnifh' the Sepul- 
chres, 'E thaſe Prophets whom they. wickedly 
Killed, ind that ye are not/idolaters and Perſe- 
gors as they:; and fay, If we had been in the 
days .of our fathers, we _ wot - have been parta- 
hers with the in the blood of the-' prophets buit 
you wl ſo far outdo chem, that ye will Kilt: and 
Crucify thoſe whom I ſhallſend} and'reject the 
laſt tender of- Drxrvine Mexcy, - .and chereby bring 

your (elycs.cuin as inexpreſſible, as zrrever= 
© ah For think of call the Blood'iof Pious and 
Juſt Men, that has. been ſhed/through all Ages 
of- the, World woreay of "that. of” Abel, and of 
Zacharias, and all that ye can think of, and yet 
the caſe-wyl hold no compariton wich what ye 
will do, in: Perſecuring, Killing, and\ Crucify- 
ivg.the Prophets, and Wiſe Men} that ſhall be 
_—_ you, and alfo | Him thar ſends them. 
And 


—_ ” monm_ 
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And if the Blood of Abel cried! for, vengeatce, ©2410. 
and that of Zacharias was required of your Proge» 
| nitors ; Then what will not; fall upon! this 
| Generation | It will be ſuch as, was not. from Ma. ry, 


' the beginning of. the creation ; 'It will be ſuch; as.if '* 
| all the Blood of the Prophets, and, of Righteous 
Men from 4bel downward to that of . Zacharias, 


were required of you ; Behold, T ſend anto' you Faw 


| . prophets, and wiſe men, &c. that . upon,” you, may 
; come all the righteous. blood. ſhed upon; the earth; 
'\ verily theſe things ſhall come\upon this generation. 
F In Diſcaurſing upon which Argument, 


., I, Thar ic often, happens to the Beſk.of 
Men, to be Oppoſed, and Perſecuted,, and Des. 

| ſpicefully uſed m this World. $1” 5 
| ; II. Thar chis is conliſtens with the Providence 
| of God and his Goyernagent of che. World, , 
| 111, That in the ſequel God doch, zight to: his 
| Providence, and:to. their} Piery. and \Vrtue- by 


| extraordinary Events. ' | 


Ll 


Nod al wo 
[. Ic often happens ra:the belt, of Mea tobe 
Oppoſed and Evit-Treated,. ; |, -- | 


_ E'hall nor go-aboux. co, pray 4hat which;ig 
matter of Fact, and has been zheicanſtant, Obs 
ſervation of alk Ages more: ag lefs. We need 
not go farther for the confirmagion of it than the 
; B 2 Inſtances 


-—oup-- 
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 — 


uh 


4 Strman Preach'd befort" 


4: 2"? Teftarices' of the Text, - Abel and Zacharias, and 


che teſt of rhe Righteons Men upon Record: 


Or'than the fad Inſtance which this Day ſets be- 


' f6reuis; when a Perſon as Eminent for his Piety, 


© ashis/ CharaReer ard.Dignity, was treated, as if 
hethad: been the Of. ſcouring of all things, and. 


was, as many of the Righteous Men of Old, 


pt Perſecuted and Slain. 


:.:And'the Cauſes are as obfervable as the Fact, 
Wy 'of which'there are as many,asthere arePreju- 
dices and. Miſunderſtandings, contrary Paſſions 
and Intereſts. As long as there are Armbjrion and 
Pride, Envy and Malice, , Covetouſnels 6n' 9ne 
and, -or expenſive Vices on another. As long, 

as there-are-contrary Habirs, Which are the Prin- 
ciples that rule in all Mankind, there will be 
Enmities ahd Opp itions ; and if Vittye, ' and 


Religion , / arid rhe"'Beſt o Men a, againſt 
Perſons [theſe Circumftatices,” they wi I then re- 


tabate the'Injury, and be againſt Virtue, and Re-. 


ligion, and the beſt of Men. For FM it is 
not what chethings i in itſelf, but whar it is as to, 
them; andit often is nor becauſe ir hs Religion, or 
Virtue, "gr the Beft of 'Men; "that they this De- 
py yliſe them-; but becauſe they are oppo- 

to their- Intereſt; 'or their Inclination, or 
formers 3 are to cher Reproach. Then i it'is 


C 497 L 


thar 


- — __ 
- 
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that the Phariſees are fot conderining: our Savi- 
our, when they thotſght that the Romans would John. 
come and take away. both their | plate and nation. . M” 
And eſpecially is, this'of the'more _farat 'and 
pernicious conſequehce, if, rhis Spirit 'be' etged 
on by a falſe- and miſtaken Zeal ; and Religion 
is pretended to by ſame to'face an, evil Icfion, 
and is believed by- others't6 be concetned. in. it, 
and is in danger t0.ſuffer. OR” 
For then this doth; as they will have ir,juſtify,and 
eſtabliſhche Contention,arid make irto benieceſla-. 
ty. Then they think, it laudable and merjrorious 
everi to, kill, when, in their mT to'do God John 16.2. 
ſervice.” It is then, 2 Caule tic to, veriture” their 
own life iti, and a Cauſe that will oblige them t6 
take away that of another: Nay, it will eyen 
ſerve ro. break throngh .the Laws of Nature ic 
fel; and will have them to put thoſe rg Dearh, 
whom Nature would otherwiſe 'teach'tb'Pre-. 
ſervs, and with the hazard of their own Life'to 
ſfavefrom ir. Thus it was foretold by our' Sa- 
viour, 'The brother ſhall deliver up” the. brother ©to Matth. to. 
death, and the father the es 
" By theſe and the like means, the Beſt of Men 
too often fall under the heavy hand of Violence 
and Oppreſſion; and if we were then to judge of 
chem bo. the uſage they-meet with, they miuft” 
vs | have 


——_ 
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 _ havsbeentthe worſt of Mankind, Acaſe which \ | 
hath. tempred ſome to queſtion, and others to 
deny a Providence. { 
Bur chis wichour reaſon, if there be noching 
in girl Proceedings .and. Events, but. what 1s 
condi! ent with the Divine Overſight and Go- 
vernment of the World. 
fr Wen 1s the NEXT thing tq be. Diſcour- 
; , The;Providence of God. is ſeen. in Preſerving _ | 
all chings in the ſame State and Order a at; the 
firſt eſtabliſhment : And as he ordinarily leavgz 
1 Narural Caules, and, necellary Agents to aft acy — | 
caffing. 50 their. proper Nature, and rp keep.ra | 
the Law and che: Seaſon, 25, the firſt appointed” | 
and preſcribed ; ſo he generally leaves voluncary, 


and intelligent Beings to follow cheir own Inch [” 
nations, and to-Chule, and Relolye, and Actas | 
they ſhall ſee meer. AN eg | ( 


And if it happens chat Tuch Agents proceed 
upon wrong Principles, or miſtaken Meaſures, 
. iis. no more than if in meer Natural. Cauſes, 
there are ſome Prexernatural Accidents happen, 
through che. . epncoiuſe of, different pare, of 

Martter together. _ 
And if ſometimes Gopd Men are left to, their 
own Precipitance, -as, 7o{jah, when he, was, nos. 
| 1 Bs 


- wy w——_— 
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to be diſwaded from Amackin g Phi-gvb-Neetho; $ompouy 
and Wicked Men arelefrto theſe own Perverſene " wg 

and Obſtinacy, as Pharaoh; of toitheir Pride; "As IG ro. 
the Haughty Aſſyrian 3 and they periſh in it: 

This in the Voluntary World is no more extra- 
ordinary, than when there is Secd-time and 
Harveſt 'in the Natural World; char is, that 

each aQs according to the Nature they ate of, 
and'the Condition they are in. 

-And it is no impuration upon Providence, if 
in this way Good Men;- or the Beſt of Men, 
fall fornetimes/ inro hatd Circumſtances , when 
Cauſes are left to theit own tendency, and are 
(as it were) in their own Power. For Nature 
is but Nature;- and co keep'Narure in its courſe, 

s an AG of Providence; ro keep 'Srared /and 

PeFiiienc Beings in thar 'Station and Order, 

and Tranſient in a continued Sncceſſion, "and, 

Voluntary i in their own Power and Liberty ; i 

2 ſpecial Frait of the* Divine Providence! - du 
Bur, I confeſs, if there' were. 6 thote,: Afid 


*that Providence were ' a tneer Superviſor"; 1t 


wonld not be the Providetice woirhy of (6 Divirte 
a Power, nor ſo worthy of" that Vetieration we 


owe to it. hu 
There is therefore ror” noble Be pare pf 
behind, and char 4s, Thar "though "God! Fotfy 


cally 


- or oe w——_ — wc 
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- nerally keeps £0 the Laws, he. has given, and 
* Preſervesthe World as he: made jt.; yer he upon 


- occaſion | incerpoles, and. doth. as. well» Govern 


the World as Preſerve it; and as he:can when 


he pleaſes ſtop, che current of che violent:Ocean 


for.2 Paflage to his Poople, and make. che ſtars 
in, their- courſes to fightagainſt their, .Enemnies,; ſo 
he doth. Govern, the Wills and Paſſions of Men, 
and turhs them as the rivers of water, tq or from 
their Purpoſe-and Delign,.or promotes or hinders 
cheir Delign from Succeſs, a5 he thjnks fa, 

' And if it be asked,; Why, he doth'not inter- 


pole in caſes that ſeem to-us to be of the orcat- 


eſt Conſequence, and which: the Welfare. of a 
Nation, the Sajery-ot his People, .the Goog): of 
his Church, turn OS Why,.tpr example, he 


| doth not.preVent. e Sufferings and Ogpgrfiivns 


.of Good Men? _ 

I Anſwer, Becaule it, is for a greater. Good, 
ſomerimes:o: themſelves, [ſomerimes ro the Pyb- 
lick, by making them. an Fxampl of {Patience, 
Charity, and Conſtancy ; ſometimes for the Ad- 
vantage of the Church, and for the Propagation 
of Religion and always for his own Honour and 
Service. Need we a greater Inſtance of this than 
che Sufferings and Death of, our Bleſſed Saviour, 
wid which emingy, the Caſe eemed wb 

olt ; 


a_— 
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loſt ; We truſted that it was be which ſhould have re- Luke 24 Mn 
deemed Tjrael, ſaid the deſpairing Diſciples. | 
And his Enemies thought they had prevented 
by all after-growth of thar: Do@rme he Taughr, 
when they had Slain him, and 'made fare the warn. zy. 
Sepulchre by Sealing the Stone, and ſetting a' ©: 
Watch. Burt his Reſurreftion baMed all their 
endeavours, and ſhewed how conſiſtent"this his 
Crucifixion was with the Divine Providerice, 
proceeding fiom the Hand and Counſel of God. ags4. 38. 
1 Thus it happened, in a lower degree, 
with the Enemies of our Government, Church, 
and Religion, who thought all at an end, 'when 
they had cur down the Defender of it. Bur we 
know what the Event was, Confuſion to them- 
ſelves, and, in proceſs of time, a Glorious Deli- 
verance and Reſtoration to out Ancient Gotert- 
ment, Liberties; and'Eſtabliſhed Religion. ' 
F And if God hath theſe noble” Etids in 'Pr6- 
1 ſpe&, and thus brings Good out of Evil; 'the 
Objection is foreclosd, and the miouch- of fall 
Gainſayers muſt be ſtopp'd;. / 5 1 0 29 99 
Thus it © ordinaril 3 and if ' in (ſome tas 


a 


———_———— ww gt 


ſes this be nor ſo evident; - and the Judsmients'of 
God'prove a great deep; and roo deep for 'us t6 
fachom, it is no, more an Objection again{t '4 
Providence, 'chaw it is an Argutnentthat'a Child 
| 1.50 Is 


bs Ra. 6. 1 
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is nota Rational Creature, becauſe at the pre- 


ſent we cannot, find in it the exerciſe of a Hu- 
man Underſtahding. | | 

In niany caſes there is Faith and Expectation, 
and the farther Succels and Events of things, 
which we are to defer our Judgment to. 

It is ſufficient God doth put forth ſuch acts of 
a Divine Power in ſome Fecil Caſes and In- 
ſtances, as ſhall enforce the Perverleſt, the moſt 


.9- Inconſidetate, and. the moſt Infolent of Man- 
. kind, the Pharaoh's and Magicians, the 4donibe- 
' zeks and the Nebuchadnezgur's, to confeſs, Yerily 
- there is 4 God that judgeth in the earth. 


. And this will -bring us nearer yet to the Sub- 
je of this Day, in-the next Head : Which is, 
_ IH, That God doth in very eminent Initan- 
ces, Cafes, and Events, do Right to.his Provi- 
dence, and to the Righteous Men that frequently 
Suffer and meet with the hardeſt Uſage in this 


World. 


I'ſhall not enlarge upon this Argument, but 
confine my ſelf tro what.is intimated in the Text, 
when the' Puniſhment of Antecedent Crimes is 
txansferred to, afid falls upon Succeſſars 3 and 
an after-Age, or Ages, ſuffer for the foregoing, 
whether Perſenal ,, Domeſtical,, or National ; 
this is intimated here, That upon you may come all. 
111 ns the 


SS”, 
Fg 
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the righteous blood, &c. but more exprelly'is it in 


that Clauſe, whom ye flew 5 which the Gree Par- 
ticle &, being in the Singular , refers imme- 
diately to Zacharias ; for it is not ſaid che Blood 
of Abel, and of all other Righteous Men through- 
out the World, which they ſhed, as it is of Za- 
charias whom ye flew. Which ſhews, thar it is in 
another relation that they ſtood in to Zacharias 
than they did to Abel; and that was, becauſe Za- 
charias was ſlain by their Fathers, and which they 
owned to have for ſome Ages ' been imputed to 
their Nation before the Captivity ( as has been 
beforeſaid ). 

The imputation of one Man's, or one Age's 
Sin, in the Puniſhment of it to another ; and 
that Princes have ſuffered for the People F, and 
People for their Princes, and Children for their 
Fathers, and an afcer-Generation for a fore-going, 
has been owned by all ; the Heathens are tull of 
it, and the Scriptures often appeal to it; and 
therefore this was a part of their ſolemn Con- 


teflions; and their Fathers Iniquiry, as well 
as their own, was eicher Conteſled , of 


Diſclaimed. | 


Burt it concerns us 'to look ſomewhat further 
into this Argument, for the uſe it may be of. 


= 3 In 


* Prov.28. 


2. 
+ 2 Sam, 
8. & 


Levit. 36, 


4. 
Ding. 16. 


— — 
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Ezek, 13» 


20, 


In proſecution. of which I ſhall conſider, 

1. What thoſe Sins are, whoſe Puniſhment 
above athers is thus transferr'd. | 
2: The caſe of Perſons, or Nations, with 


reſpect to thoſe Sins. 


- 3. What is to-be done by way ofrelictand remedy. 
As to the former, there are Two forts ofSins, 
Perional and Relative ;'Perſonal are ſuch as. in 
their Effects pals no farther than the Perſon, and 
reſpe&t nor. others, when all the hurt is as to 
himſelf, bating; only what it may be in the Ex- 
ample ;, and then where the Sin reſts, there reſts 
che Puniſhment ; and the ſoul that ſumeth, ut ſhall 
dye ; the Sen ſhall not bear the iniquity of the fa- 
ther, ----- and the wickedneſs of the wicked ſhall be 
pon himſelf. alone ; as it is ſaid in the Propher. 
But now where the Sins are Relative, and re- 
ſpect others, and which they are damnihed by, 
then the Puniſhment is farther dilated and extend- 
ed, and fo it falls upon the Perſon and the Poſte- 
rity, as God the Supreme Lawgiver doth direct. 
[ acknowledge that there js one Sin, v;3, That 


of Idolatry, to which a Threatning of this 


kind is annexed, as we find it in the Second 
Commandment; though icdoth not immediate] 
affect others ;, but being it ſo, directly ſtruck at 
the foundation of all Religion,, and more cſpe- 
| cially: 
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cially that of the Jews ( whoſe Conſtitution was 
a Theocracy, immediately under God ) there 
was this ble Sanction added to it, to make 
Perfons the more cautious of Offending, Bur 
otherwile the Sins ſo Threatned, and Gio which 
Perſons in Succeſſion were Puniſhed, were the Sins 
that the Inrereſts of others, or the Publick, were 
concerned in and damanifled by (as has been ſi ud). 
The reaſon of which ſeems to be, Becauſe asto Per- 
ſonal Vices, the Offenders ſhall anſwer facchem in 
another Wor:d ; where every Man fhall bear his 
own Burthen, arid give an Account of himlſeclt 
to God.'' - But. thoſe Sins which reſpect others, 
and which the Weltare and Peace of Societies 
are Prejudiced by, they ( beſides the Puniſh- 
ments in reſerve inthe next Life ) ſhall here be 
Puniſhed for : And that they may be deterred 
from ſuch. Practices, the "Fhreatning involves 
their Poſteriry with them; than which nothing, 
generally, more awes Mankind. And eſpecially 
1s this more to be obſerved in thoſe cales, which 
the Laws of Men cannot, or do nor, reach, 
or the Executive Power 1n a Government 1s to00 


Weak ro Punith. 
I ſhall give an Inſtance or two of this kind, 


omitting others, viz; 
k. Notorious Injuſtice: the Oppreſliag of 
others, 
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o:hers that are not able to Help, or Right them- | 
ſelves. 
In this caſe the Providence of God doth often 
(1 dare not ſay, always) concern it ſelf : So that 
if Reſtitution be not made, either the Perſon | 
himſelf ſhall ſee ic moulder away before his 
Luke zz. Eyes, or is ſnatched away from it, as the Fool in 
_ the Goſpel, with a, This Night, ----- and then 
whoſe ſhall all theſe things be which thon haſt 
provided ? Or ſuppoſe the Eſtate thus acquired be 
rurned over entire to his Heir, ſome ſecret Worm 
goes along with it, that like Jonahs Gourd it 
withers away, and he is expoſed to all the Mi- | 
ſeries of an indigent Lifez and ends, perhaps, | 
where the Father began. he | 
The Obſervation is not new, nor rare ;' it 
was Proverbial among the Heathens, as is well | 
known, De male queſitis vix gaudet tertius heres ; ( 
and no Nation but can anſwer it in theit 
own Language. | 
2. AnotherInftance is that of Blooddſheding, 
or Murcher. The Life of Man is cafily taken 
away, and what any deſperate Perſon may 
| 
| 
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Command; and therefore when nothing 1s 
more Valuable, orthat the World in Succeifion 
more depends upon, Almighty God by a ſpecial 
and early Law took care tor the ſecurity of it. . 
Gen. 
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Gen. 9. 6. Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
ſhall his blood be fhed. For -which no fatisfaCtion 
was to be allowed, and nothing leſs than Blood 
was eſtimated as an equivalent for it, where 
it was diſcovered ; and where it was not, it was 
to lic upon the Place, till ic was ſome way or 
other Expiated, and as far as could be, there 
was an Atonement made. This was the caſe 
of unknown Homicide under the Law, when 
the Elders of the City, next to the Slain, were 
required to waſh their Hands over the Heiter, 
and to ſay, Our hands have not ſhed this blood, 


neither have our eyes ſeen it ; be merciful, O Lord, 


unto thy people Iſrael, and lay not innocent blood un- 
to thy people's charge, and that blood ſhall be forgiven 
them. . So ſhalt thou put away the guilt of innocent 
blood from among you, Deur. 21.3. For Blood 
was {aid to Defil the Land, Numb. 35. 35. 
From hence it appears that innocent Blood 
was reputed to lie upon the Land till an Expia- 
tion was made. The proper Expiation was the 
Blood of the Guilty himfelf, where-ever he was 
to be found; and in- that caſe there was no 
Communation, no Subſtiturion, no Sacrifice al- 
lowed, but Life was to. go for Life, according 
to the Law, Numb. 35.30, 31. Whoſo killeth 
any perſon, the murtherer ſhall be put to death, -<=-- 


Ye 
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Ne ſhall take no ſatisfattion for the life of a murtherer 
who is guilty of death, but he ſhall be ſurely put to 
Death. It he was not diſcovered, then the 
courſe before ſpoken of, in killing the Heifer, 
and uling the Rites preſcribed on that occaſion, 
wasto be taken: And in either of thole caſes, the 
Guilt went no farther, It was not then imputed 
to the Nation, it lay wholly-on him that com- 
* mitted the Fat ; and who in the ſecret Provi- 
dence of God was to Anſwer for it. 
Bur if it were diſcovered, and the Murtherer 
was luffered to eſcape without that condign and 
erſonal Puniſhmentrequired ; then beſides what 
he himſelt ſhould account for ro God, the Su- 
preme Judge, the Charge fell upon the Place or 
the People, and they were to Anſwer to God 
for it. | | ed 
And this tranſlation of the Guilt is ſo. nwuchthe 
more Obſervable, asthe Fact is Aggravated by the 
Quality of the Perſon Suffering, and'thus Uſed ; 
or by the Relation the Perſon or Perſons Of- 
fending are in. Ic was lo here, wheri;they were 
Righteous Men, and Prophets, that were Slain, 
as Abel and Zacharias; Andi/when-it was a Nas 
tional Act, as was the Killing of Zacharias, in 
which Fact there was a concurrence of all Qua- 
lities and Degrees, 'as you may lee it, 2 Chron. 
24. 17,21, And 
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And this was above all manifeſt in the Caſe here 
racitly referr'd to, which is the Crucifixion of our 
Saviour; and w hich that infatuated People fixed 
the Guile of upon themlelves by an indelible Im- 
precation, when they cried out, His blood be on us 
and our children, Matth. 27. 25. 

And there bs {omewhar like this, in the Fact 
which gave the ſad Occaſion to this Day' s Aflem- 
bly ; it was Heinous in ieſelt, Aggravated by the 
Quality of the Perſon; and too rear a Concur- 
rence in the Guilt of it, though 1 not ſo great as 
to make ic Univerſal, as a National Crime. God 
forbid ir ſhould ever be ſo in the EffteRs of it. 
| 2: But this leads meto conſider the Cafe; and 
that is T wofold. 

(1.) Of thoſe that ate in the ſame State with 
their Anceſtors , and are either Guilty of the 
ſame Facts; oratd of the flame Temper with them. 
As is the caſe of the Jews repreſented by our S4- 
viour, who though not Idolaters as their Forefa- 
thers before the Caprivity, were yet of the ſame 
rancorous temper z and would in Fa& be Guilty 
of the ſame Perlecution of R1&hreous Men as they; 
and fo they might well be called theit Children, 
whoſe meaſure chey were haſtening to fill up. 
This is a Caſe. all muſt-acknowledge, and ny 
agreeable to the commor Senſe of - Mankind? 


D (2.) There 
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(2.) There is the caſe of thoſe, that though 
Deſcendants from ſuch as have been Guilty of 
reat Crimes, yet are not involved inthem; and 
A in reaſon may be thought not obnoxious toany 
Puniſhment for their ſakes, or for the ſake of 
what has been done by Progenitors. And the caſe 
is reſolved in favour to ſuch, Exek. 18. 4, 20. 
The foul that ſmneth ſhall die, the ſon [hall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, &c. according to the an- 
cient Law given to that People, Dent. 24. 16. 
The fathers ſhall not be put to death for their children, 
xeither ſhall the children be put to death for their fa- 
thers.: every man ſhall be put ta death for bis own fan. 
Bur here we are ta Obſerve, That the ſtreſs 
lies upon that, Thar the ſon ſhall nat be put to death 
far tbe father; this was a Randing Law they were 
to: keep ta, and whichnone but Almighty God, 
the Great Lawgiver, could reverſe, as hedid, only 
in ſore "ACK cales, fuch as that of' Dathan and 


- - 


chan, Numb. 16. 32. Joſh. 7. 24. 

Bur it. is not to: be denied, that notwichſtand=- 
ing this, there axe Caſes in which the Innocenc 
may: ſuffer: for. the Nocent ;, Innocent Poſterity, 
F mean, for theis Noceat Anectors, as has beer 
beforeſhewed. h acknowledge it is a difficule 
macter ta. {Fave this: Caſe, as to all che Cixcum- 
faces and Micakures of it. _— — 

Rule 
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Rule thar the Providence of God inviolably keeps 
to in the Government of the World ; and what- 
ever Judgment we may be liable to make as to 
ſome Events, and in which the Power and Ju- 
ſtice of God is conſpicuous to alt ; and however 
in fame cafes he may generally fo proceed, as that 
we may raite Maxims from thence ; yec beirig 
is noc univerſally fo, we are not to apply chem 
without great Caution, for can we partica 

apply chem wichour danger of miftake: Our Sa- 
* viourhascaughensnotco raſhty ; in anſwer 
- to tharQueftion putts him by his Difciples, ho Joba 5. +. 
ad for, this man, or his pavents, that he was born bind? 

Fhar God may Punifh one Generation toy che 
Faults of another, is nor inconfiftear withy his Jes 
tice; and thar he dorh fo, is no uncomrewon 
| Obſervation : But this is not abways viſible; it 
| lomerimes, for ought appears to/ us, doth 

not proceed to ſuch fevericy in che Iaſtances 
belonging cothis Argumiens. 

What becomes us ro Obſerve from: herice; is 
tolay reſtraints upon ourſelves fron fuch-aconti- 
deration, Fhat az we wouldnorleavea/Curle be- 
hind us upon: our Pofterity, fo we ſhould be Juſt 
and Faichial in all. our Conceramemnts. 
| And again, That we ſhould! prevenc any' ſuck 
Cur: from falling; upery our ſebves;- cnlar we 
D 2 may 
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may be liable to from our Fore-fathers ; elpe- 


cially where there is a manifeſt reaſon for a juſt 
ſuſpicion ar leaſt. Which brings to 


3. To conſider what is to be done by way 


of. relief and remedy, where thisis the caſe known, 


or vehemently ſuſpected to be.. If the caſe be alto- 
gether ſecret or unknown, no Perſon 1s therein 
concerned, more than he is in fuch as are ſimply 
Sins of Ignorance; in whicha general Confeſſion 
and Repentance-is (ufficient., Bur ina caſe known; 
or much ſuſpected, other meaſures areto be taken, 
And the firſt thing here to- be propoled, is, 
That Poſterity be very careful ro.avoid thoſe Sins, 
which they know, or may conceive, their Proge- 
nitors'to have been-guilty of ; becauſe elſe 'the 
may, be accountable, not only for thole Sins 
which-are properly theirs, but for thole of others 
ſo far as that Guilt loſes not by a progreſſion, 


but every Age contributes their ſhare; till ( as 


it was with the Amorites ) their iniquity be full, 
and-they become ripe for exciſion and deſtruction 
( as has been before ſaid ). 

And the next thing is, that they ſhew their 
averſion to them by =o articular and ſpecial 
marks and fſignifications of it. I acknowledge 


that there are ſome caſes ſo extreme, that ſuch a 
remedy may come too late ; and there are ſome 
6 reaſons 
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reaſons why Almighty God will not altogether 
paſs by the tokens of a high diſpleaſure. So ir 
was with David, chough a true Penitent. And ? 
fo it was with the T/raclites, whom neither the 
Religioa and Conduct of an Excellent Prince, Kings 
Joſiah ; noreventhe Interceſſion of ſuch Pious Pere ** ** 
ſonsas Noah, Job, and Moſes, &c. could have ſaved. Jrrem. 15. 
Bur let the caſe be what ic will, as we know Ezek. 14. 
not. how far the Mercy of God may extend, and ** 
who can tell if God will turnitand. repent ; as) the Jonab3: 
Ninevites rightly argued ; fo if it be otherwiſe n 
determined, that God will not ſpare nor for- 
give as to Temporal Punifthment ; yer ſuch 
Perſons, and ſuch a People, have done all that is 
offible for them to do, and muſt ſubmit the 
whole: to the ſecret Judgment of God. 
From the whole we may be able to judge of 
the Cale before us this day. The Crime was 
indeed Publick and Notorious, but I am not 
willing to call it National ; for a National Act 
implies a National Conſent, and a National 
Conſent is by a Univerſal Voice of the Com- 
municy of all degrees, or by their proper Re- 
preſentatives. Bur the Contrivers and Execu- 
cors of this Bloody my , Were - far' from 
being in ſuch a Capacity, being no. more truly 
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the Repreſentatives of the People, than Pyrates 
and 
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and Robbers, that for a feafon obtain fo ſtrong 
2 Force as is not to be oppoſed. 

All chat can be faid is, "That too great a part 
of the Nation might have been guilty of fuch 


things as gradually and infenhibly led to it, and 


contrary to whatever they fore-thought, ended in 
it; or at leaſt our other crying fins ( as the Office 


-for the Day ſignifies ) might have provoked 


Almighty God to fuffer it $o to be. 

Ehis, may render it a ſulpegted caſe, and 
what may be a reafon ſufficient for a National 
Humiliation z as t was of Jeb's Sacriftce, it may 


be, ſaich he, that my ſons have fined, in them 


Feſtival Encertainmentrs. 

And accordingly we have the proper courſe 
taken by the Nation and their Repreſentatives 
( as foon as it was in its own power ) to prevent 
any further Puniſhment, and that was to. dif- 
chim x before God and Men , and to thew 
their Refenement of it by: the moſt publick De- 


claration, and-cheir Eſtabliſhing an Annive 


Day of wars. and Humiliation, that what- 
evep Guilt night lie upon che Nation, by: thar 


means, might be averted. 


And' we have good reaſon to hope this courte 
has not failed of fucceſs, and thar God has had; 


andwill have a.Fayour for us, and: be Merciful:to 


US, 
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us, by the many Teſtimonies he has given us of it 
in our frequent Deliverance, iri a wonderful maris 
ner, from thoſe Dangers which threatned us; 
and we were encompaſſed with, wherein he has 
done right to his Providence, and ſhewed that 
there is nothing too hard for him: to do. 


What remains, but that this ſhould be a wart. 


ing to all, that they be cautious how far they en- 


- gage in any Delign againſt che Publick Peace- 
/ and Welfare of a Nation z that they preſs not 


r00 near upon the fences of Goverment, left 


by ſome violent motion they be tranſported be- 


yond the - conduct of theit own Reafon and 
Duty. Fort as no Man is {afe in his owni cuſto- 


dy without the Divine Aid; fo neither is he in 


his own cuſtody if he is not watchful overt him- 
ſell. And when he is neither in his ow keep- 
ing, nor in that of Divine Providence ( as He is 
not that ventures beyond the-bounds of his Du- 
q who can tell how far he will go, or whar 


event may be ? 
But however, let Men be as bad as they will, 


and want neither boldneſs to. undertake a 


| bad Deſign, even that of Afſaſſinating Princes, 


nor others to inſtigate them ; let Princes be fear- 
lefs of Danger (as David was, 2 Sam. 21. 16.) 
and be never ſo liable to it; yet He that is higher 


than 
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than the higheſt regardeth, and there be higher thau 
they, that will Prote& them. Ir is that Divine 
Providence, that not only firs at che Helm, and 
ſteers all Publick Counſels and Afﬀairs, but alſo 
watcheth over the Perſons and Lives of the 
createſt Monarchs { who ſtand in as much need 
of ſuch an Inviſible Guard, as we of their Pro- 
tection ). 

And whattherctore, as it becomes the greateſt 
to Acknowledge, and to [mplore the Protection 
of for themſelves, ſo what it becomes all that 
are Lovers of their Prince, their Country, and 
their own Intereſt to join in, according to the 
Apoſtle's direction, T1 WNLY that firſt of all 
(ina more eſpecial manner ) ſupplications, prayers, 
mnterceſſions, and g21ving thanks, be made for all 
men : | for kings, and all that are m authority ; that 
we may lead, &c. For this is good and acceptable in 


the fight of God, 1 Tim. 2. 1. 


